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Why governments need to plan for restart.

• It’s clear we need a plan – without a clear pathway out of the current 
multilayered restrictions global connectivity will remain dormant

• The economics consequences of not planning are dire – cash burn, job 
losses, loss of national GDP, tourism, business are all real issues 

• Recovery is coming – the vaccine roll out and seasonality of COVID means a 
return to travel is inevitable and there is latent demand 

• Airlines cannot instantly deploy capacity – lead times are needed to plan, sell 
inventory and return aircraft capacity to service 

• A global approach – IATA is pursuing a global initiative to jointly develop and 
agree restart roadmaps with governments



Core principles of restart 
• End goal – must be a return to unrestricted 

travel as quickly and safely as possible 

• Vaccinated passengers – should benefit 
from unrestricted travel (no testing or 
quarantine)

• Testing – rapid antigen testing should 
replace lab-based methods (eg PCR) and 
seek to reduce, not eliminate, risk

• Quarantine – should be removed in all but 
the most high-risk situations 

• Digital Travel Credential (DTC) – solutions 
like the IATA Travel Pass should be quickly 
adopted globally
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